
GOVERNMENT OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 
BOARD OF ZONING ADJUSTMENT 

Appl ica t ion  No. 12268, o f  t h e  Government of New Zealand, 
pursuant  t o  Ar t ic le  75, Sec t ion  7501.4 of  t h e  Zoning 
Regulat ions,  f o r  f u r t h e r  process ing  of  a Planned Unit 
Development f o r  t h e  e r e c t i o n  of a chancery enclave i n  t h e  
R-5-A Dis t r i c t  a t  the premises No. 19 Observatory C i r c l e ,  
N. W . ,  (Square 2147, L o t  57 ) .  

HEARING DATE : February 1 6 ,  1977 

D E C I S I O N  DATE: February 1 6 ,  1977 (from t h e  bench) 

FINDINGS OF FACT: 

1. The s u b j e c t  p rope r ty  i s  l o c a t e d  i n  t h e  R-5-A Dis t r ic t  
and i s  p r e s e n t l y  vacant and wooded. 

2 .  The Government of New Zealand purchased t h e  p rope r ty  
involved i n  t h i s  a p p l i c a t i o n  some yea r s  ago. It has  main- 
t a i n e d  i t s  chancery a t  No. 1 9  Observatory Circle,  N .  W .  s i n c e  
December 31, 1942 and the r e s idence  of the Ambassador a t  N o .  
27 Observatory C i r c l e  s i n c e  October 3 ,  1941. Both t h e  
e x i s t i n g  chancery and t h e  Ambassador's r e s idence  a d j o i n  the 
s u b j e c t  s i t e .  It has  been p a r t  of long-range planning by t h e  
Government of  New Zealand t o  l o c a t e  i t s  new chancery upon t h e  
land  involved i n  t h i s  a p p l i c a t i o n .  

3 .  There w i l l  be approximately e i g h t y  (80) persons 
housed i n  t h e  chancery.  A t  p r e s e n t ,  they  are l o c a t e d  a t  three 
(3)  l o c a t i o n s  and i t  i s  in tended  t h a t  they  a l l  be conso l ida t ed  
a t  one l o c a t i o n .  

4 .  The proposed use  w i l l  be t h a t  of a chancery as tha t  
t e r m  i s  de f ined  i n  the A c t  of  October 1 3 ,  1964 and as provided 
i n  t h e  Zoning Regula t ions .  

5 .  The chancery observes  normal o f f i c e  hours  of 9:15 A.M. 
t o  5:30 P.M.,  Monday t h r u  Fr iday .  The chancery i s  normally 
c losed  Sa turday ,  Sunday and ho l idays .  

6 .  For a b u i l d i n g  of t h i s  s i z e  t h e  Zoning Regulat ions 
s p e c i f y  t h i r t y - t h r e e  (33)  park ing  spaces .  The s i t e  p lans  as 
amended a t  the p u b l i c  hea r ing  provide  f o r  58 park ing  spaces  
and are w i t h i n  f ive pe rcen t  (5%) of  t h e  62 park ing  spaces  
s p e c i f i e d  i n  t h e  Zoning Commission's f i n a l  o r d e r .  
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7 .  
no vehicular access t o  the New Zealand Chancery w i l l  be p ro -  
vided from Whitehaven St ree t .  All access w i l l  be from Observatory 
Circle. 

8 .  The chancery has been designed t o  be compatible 
with the existing buildings adjacent t o  the s i t e .  
does not exceed four ( 4 )  s to r i e s  and most of the building i s  
only 2% s to r i e s  above the existing topography. The whole 
exterior of the chancery w i l l  be faced with brick t o  r e l a t e  
t o  the color and texture of the adjoining brick buildings. 

In conformity with the Zoning Commission's Order, 

The height 

9 .  The New Zealand Ambassador's residence i s  the nearest 
building t o  the proposed chancery. The new chancery w i l l  
fu l ly  respect the existing character of the neighborhood. 

10. Compliance under Paragraph 7 5 0 1 . 4 1  of the Zoning 
Regulations i s  as follows: 

a .  

b .  

C .  

d .  

e .  

11. 

Drawings t w o  thru f ive show the floor plans for  
the building. 
tec tura l  elevations. 

Drawings nine and ten show the archi- 

Drawing s i x  shows the roof plan. 
ten show the archi tectural  elevation of the roof 
s t ructure .  

Drawings nine and 

Drawing one shows the f ina l  grade and drainage plan 
for the development. 

Drawing one shows the planning and landscape plans 
for the s i t e .  

Drawing A shows the finished s i t e  plan with l o t  
areas and the required access plan. 

A detailed inspection of the subject s i t e  and surround- 
ing area show t o  the n o k h  the s i t e  abuts-the U.S.  Naval 
Observatory; t o  the south i s  the Dunbarton Oaks Park; t o  the 
east  along Observatory Lane i s  the residence of the Ambassador 
of  New Zealand and the existing chancery; t o  the east  along 
Whitehaven S t r ee t ,  well removed and well screened from the 
new chancery bu i ld ing  are  several residences. 
located i n  the square include the chancery for the Government 
of Great Bri ta in ,  Brazil and Bolivia. 

Other uses 

12. The proposed chancery building w i l l  be completely 
The i n  harmony with the character of the surrounding area. 

s t ructure  w i l l  be 37 fee t  and s i x  inches i n  height, and 
occupies only 18% of the s i t e ,  i s  s i tuated i n  a park-like 
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s e t t i n g ,  designed as t o  scale and material  t o  b lend  and 
harmonize w i t h  t h e  surrounding a r e a ,  and i n  no sense i s  
overpowering o r  dominating o f  a d j a c e n t  l a n d  uses. 

13. The Municipal Planning Office by r e p o r t  da t ed  
February 3, 1977  and by tes t imony a t  the h e a r i n g ,  found the 
a p p l i c a n t ' s  p l ans  are i n  accord wi th  the elements and guide- 
l ines  set  f o r t h  i n  the Zoning Commission's Order i n  Case No. 
67-51 da ted  January 1 5 ,  1968. 

14 .  The proposed l o c a t i o n  of the swimming pool  a d j o i n s  
t h e  swimming pool  l o c a t e d  on the two neighboring p r o p e r t i e s  
and t h e r e f o r e  w i l l  no t  i n t e r f e r e  wi th  t h e  use  o f  neighboring 
p r o p e r t i e s .  

15 .  O n  January 1 5 ,  1968, the Zoning Commission e n t e r e d  
Order No. 67-51 approving the Ar t ic le  75 a p p l i c a t i o n  f o r  a 
chancery enc lave  f o r  the Government o f  B o l i v i a ,  B r a z i l ,  Br i t ian  
and New Zealand. T h i s  Order pre-Dated t h e  current Art ic le  
75 Regulat ion which w a s  adopted J u l y  1, 1969. Under t h e  
Regulat ions i n  e f f e c t  p r i o r  t o  J u l y  1, 1969, no zoning change 
t o  the R-5-C and R-5-D Zone was r e q u i r e d .  
has  j u r i s d i c t i o n  t o  process  t h i s  a p p l i c a t i o n  under Ar t ic le  75 

The Board, t h e r e f o r e ,  

1 6 .  On November 4 ,  1968, t h i s  Board i n  Appeal No. 9768, 
involv ing  the a p p l i c a t i o n  of the Government o f  B r a z i l ,  
approved the f i r s t  c o n s t r u c t i o n  under Zoning Commission Order 
N o .  67-51. The Board i n  Order No. 9768 provided under con- 
d i  t i o n s  

1. 

2. 

3 .  

the fo l lowing  : 

This  Order s h a l l  no t  become e f f e c t i v e  u n t i l  covenants 
are recorded by B r a z i l ,  Br i ta in ,  New Zealand and 
B o l i v i a  covering development of  t h e  en t i re  p r o j  ect  
as approved by the Zoning Commission, January 1 5 ,  
1968 ( Z . C .  Order No. 67-51). 

A l l  development approved by the Zoning Commission 
sha l l  be completed by January 1, 1979, unless such 
t i m e  i s  extended by the Zoning Commission upon r e c e i p t  
of the proper  a p p l i c a t i o n  on behal f  of t h e  e f f e c t e d  
Government i n  accordance w i t h  Sub-sect ion 7501.8. 

The Board, under the terms of t h i s  Order,  sha l l  
r e t a i n  j u r i s d i c t i o n  t o  modify t h i s  approval  as pro- 
v ided  by Paragraph 7501.79 of t h e  Zoning Regula t ions .  

The covenants ( r e q u i r e d  under Art ic le  75) d i r e c t e d  by 
t h i s  Board t o  be prepared  have been recorded i n  the Of f i ce  of  
Recorder of Deeds among the l and  r eco rds  of the D i s t r i c t  of  
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Columbia. The covenant o f  t h e  Government of New Zealand 
was recorded A p r i l  7 ,  1969 i n  L ibe r  12981,  a t  Fo l io  73. 

1 7 .  Applicant  seeks no r e l i e f  under Sec t ion  7501.46 
r e l a t i n g  t o  roof  s t r u c t u r e s .  

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW AND O P I N I O N  : 

The Board's review of  t h e  d e t a i l e d  p l ans  submit ted reveals 
tha t  they  are ,  w i t h  t h e  except ion  ofminor changes,  subs tan-  
t i a l l y  i n  accord w i t h  the submission approved by the Zoning 
Commission i n  i t s  January 1 5 t h  Order o f  Approval (Z.C. F i l e  
N o .  67-51). It i s  thus  found t o  be i n  harmony wi th  the 
o b j e c t i v e s  of  S e c t i o n  7501 o f  the Zoning Regulat ions and i s  
i n  accordance w i t h  the i n t e n t  o f  t h e  Zoning Commission f o r  
t h i s  development. It i s  t h e r e f o r e  ordered  t h a t  the app l i ca -  
t i o n  be GRANTED s u b j e c t  t o  the fo l lowing  cond i t ions  : 

1. A l l  development approved by the Zoning Commission 
s h a l l  be completed by January 1, 1979, unless such 
t i m e  i s  extended by the Zoning Commission upon 
r e c e i p t  of the proper  a p p l i c a t i o n  on beha l f  of t h e  
e f f e c t e d  government. 

2 .  The Board, under t h e  terms of  t h i s  Order,  sha l l  
re ta in  j u r i s d i c t i o n  t o  modify t h i s  approval  as pro- 
v ided  by Paragraph 7501.49 of  t h e  Zoning Regula t ions .  

3 .  Should any government a t  some f u t u r e  t i m e  w i s h  t o  
engage in-  a d d i t i o n a l  Embassy o r  Chancery cons t ruc-  
t i o n ,  i t  w i l l  be  necessary t o  seek a mod i f i ca t ion  
of  t h e  Art ic le  75 approval .  

4 .  N o  v e h i c u l a r  access  t o  the New Zealand Chancery 
be provided from Whitehaven S t ree t .  

5 .  The  chance 
wi th  p l ans  
on August 
NO.  P .H. -1  

. r y  s h a l l  
approve 

1 2 ,  1977 
I .  

be cons t ruc t ed  i n  ac 
d by t h e  Municipal P 1  
, t hose  p l ans  marked 

cordan 
anning 
as Exh 

ce 

i b i t  
Off ice  

6 .  The o r d e r  o f  the Board a u t h o r i z i n g  t h i s  c o n s t r u c t i o n  
sha l l  be v a l i d  f o r  a p e r i o d  of 18 months. 
such p e r i o d ,  the p lans  t h e r e f o r e  s h a l l  be f i l e d  
f o r  t h e  purpose of  s ecu r ing  a b u i l d i n g  .permit 

Within 
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VOTE: 3-0 (Leonard L. McCants, E s q . ,  William F. McIntosh, 
and Richard L. Stanton to grant). 

BY ORDER OF THE D. C. BOARD OF ZONING ADJUSTMENT 

ATTESTED BY: 

Executive Director 

FINAL DATE OF ORDER: 18 AlJG 1977 


